Holt House News

Volume 23, No. 1

Spring, 2021

Newsletter of the Blue Hill Historical Society
bluehillhistoricalsociety@gmail.com

Small Volume – Big Story
The Blue Hill Historical Society has a very special book that belonged to Dr. Jeremiah Barker. Dr. Barker

practiced medicine in Maine 200 years ago and left a
manuscript containing detailed case studies of patients
he encountered, symptoms they presented, treatments he
prescribed and the result of his efforts throughout his
50-year career.
His manuscript was never published but found
its way to the Library at the Maine Historical Society
(MHS) in Portland. About 30 years ago, Dr. Richard
Kahn, an internist and medical historian who lives in
Rockland, Maine became aware of the manuscript and
determined to transcribe it so that it could finally be
published. The result is "Diseases in the District of
Maine 1772-1820", by Richard J. Kahn.

Throughout his manuscript, Dr. Barker tells of
his efforts to improve his knowledge and the difficulty
he had obtaining medical reference books. One
reference is frequently cited: "Essay on Fevers", by
John Huxham, M.D., published in Edinburgh, Scotland
in 1779. As I read Dr. Kahn's book, something began to
sound familiar. I checked the index to our Book
Collection and was happy to find a copy of "Essay on
Fevers" on the list. Our copy contained the signature of
Jeremiah Barker! And a full page of hand-written notes!
I took photos of the book and its title page and sent them to Dr. Kahn. Even more surprising – the
book was also signed by David Gorham Barker. This was Jeremiah's son, who also became a doctor.
We are pleased to be the custodian of such an interesting book and to be able to share its story with
others. We are not certain how this volume came to Blue Hill, but Dr. Kahn informed me that David Barker
briefly practiced medicine in Sedgwick. Dr. Richard Kahn will be one of the presenters in our Speaker
Series this summer season. We hope we can hear Dr. Kahn speak in person, but will utilize the Zoom
platform, if necessary.
Ann M. Durgin
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The Blue Hill Company of Militia
Ann M. Durgin

E lisha Gubtail, Moses Carleton, and Israel Mather did not own muskets with bayonets, so the
Town of Blue Hill supplied the arms they needed in order to drill with the Blue Hill Company of Militia
and defend the town, if necessary. Today, Blue Hill is such a peaceful and quiet community, it is hard to
imagine soldiers - with weapons on their shoulders and cartridges in their pouches - drilling in the town.
Documents in the Archives of the Blue Hill Historical Society allow us to peer into this part of our past.
In the early days of our country, each town in the District of Maine was required by law to support a
Company of Militia. A document from 1799 begins:
"A well-regulated militia is the best security of our rights, liberty and property and that it should be
established upon just and equitable principles". … "The Selectmen of the Town are requested to have
available up to ten good muskets with bayonets which can be loaned to citizens who do not have their
own arms, for the purpose of review, inspection or in case of an alarm."
The three men above were allowed the use of this equipment.
In 1801, 36 men – ranging in age from 18 to 45 years - volunteered to serve in the Blue Hill Company of
Militia. Jeremiah Thorndike Holt was one of the youngest and his uncle, Nicholas Holt Jr. was the oldest.
Generally, each provided his own musket and bayonet, sparing the town the expense of providing one for
everyone.
The militia mustered four times a year in the village. The Captain recorded the name of each man present,
and each was granted a small rebate on his taxes for each session he attended. A value was placed on each
weapon and its owner was granted an additional rebate for allowing his weapon to be used for the benefit
of the town. Blue Hill provided the cartridges, powder, balls, knapsacks, and buckles for the entire group.
Once each year – usually in September – the Blue Hill Company travelled to Penobscot to train with the
companies maintained by neighboring towns. Here, they would also have to pass a review and inspection.
In 1814, the presence of the British Navy in nearby Castine, posed a very real threat. By this time, the
population of Blue Hill had grown significantly, allowing the number of soldiers in the militia to increase
to 74 men.
Exactly where did they muster? What did they wear? There is so much more we would like to know and so
many questions for which we have no answers. The Blue Hill historical society has original, hand-written
documents listing those present and these documents open a small window on a very different time.
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To Reuben Dodge, Town Treas.
Please to
deliver to Moses
Carleton, L. Israel
Mather, and Elisha
Gubtail three of the
Muskets belonging
to the town, now in
your keeping, they
to receive to you for
the same and to
return them to you
on demand and to
be accountable for
damages.
May 7th, 1816,
Robert H. Wood
Seth Hewins
Selectmen

Bluehill May 7th,
1816 Received of
Reuben Dodge three
Muskets and
bayonets which we
promise to return on
demand in like good
order and be
accountable for
damages.
Israel Mather,
Moses Carleton Jr.
Elisha Gubtail
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Work on the Society’s Costume Collection Proceeds Apace
By Camilla Saly, Trustee

The Blue Hill Historical Society engaged Amelia Poole, owner of Ecotoure Studios in Brooksville, an
historical clothing expert, to assess the clothing that has long been a part of the Society’s costume collection.
Amelia, explaining her involvement in the project, said, “I have always loved fiber, textiles, handwork and
historic clothes made by deeply skilled, anonymous hands. When Camilla [Trustee] and Val [former Trustee
and present volunteer] told me about the costume collection at the Holt House, my fingers began to tingle.”
Ms. Poole went on to say, “Opening each box, carefully packed by Max and Tanya [volunteers working with
the costume collection] is like unwrapping presents. From ball gowns to nightgowns, baby clothes to military
uniforms, the items in the collection range in date from the 1830s through the 1960s. These garments offer
glimpses into the lives of people in Blue Hill. They tell us that teenage girls were stitching delicately
embroidered underwear for their trousseaus. They tell us that some women were wearing dresses made from
imported silk and others were wearing more modest
garments. Careful examination has shown that some
items were re-fashioned to meet the latest trends or
made with recycled fabric. I am using my knowledge of
textiles, sewing and tailoring techniques, and historical
fashion to date, assess, and catalogue the clothing so
that the Historical Society can more easily use the
collection to tell the story of Blue Hill.”
Selections from the Society’s impressive costume
collection will be displayed during the Summer 2021
season at the Holt House, in an exhibit focusing on
women’s undergarments and nightclothes that display
the beautiful handwork of women in the 19th Century.
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Our People
President’s Report

Officers:

As many of you may know, we have not been

President: Brandi Candage

open since 2019 due to the Covid pandemic.
It was a tough year all around last year. We lost
some real gems in former board members like
Bob Slaven, Courtney Haight, and Sue Duffy and
others too, who gave much to the preservation of
Blue Hill history. Thanks to those that made a
donation to the Historical Society in their name.

Vice President: Brittany Courtot
Treasurer: Duncan Hamilton
Recording Secretary: Camilla Saly-Monzingo
Curator: Ann Durgin

Board Members:

Phil Norris

We are hoping this year on opening for house
tours and tentatively are working on having
events such as lectures and walking tours. We
also are in the process of archiving our
collections.

	
  

Last year we were able to get a few of the major
repair projects done such as electrical upgrades,
tree trimming and replacement of the front
doorway, and painting.

Rick Sawyer
George Pazuniak
Greg Bush

If you have any information pertaining to

This year we plan on getting a new well pump,
painting more of the exterior of the house, and
continuing with the list of repair and maintenance
projects. We have speakers, walking tours, and
other events planned.

Blue Hill history or are interested in donating
Send us an email at:
bluehillhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or call us by phone: 374-2976

We appeal for your financial support to assist us
with making up for the lack of fundraising events
we usually count on, that we were unable to have
last year, such as house tours, concerts, and
visitor donations.

Check our facebook page

for forthcoming programs.
Events and other updates can also be
found on our newly updated website:
www.bluehillhistory.org.

Please become a member or send in a donation in
the enclosed envelope. Thank you for your
support.
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Cemetery Tours
Join the Blue Hill Historical Society for a guided walk through both the local Cemeteries and notable

historic buildings along Union Street. We will venture into the Old Cemetery to hear about the host of characters
who populated Blue Hill during its early days. At Seaside Cemetery we’ll hear about some of the writer Mary
Ellen Chase’s family as well as some of the local Veterans of the Civil War. If you are around this summer,
please stop by the Holt House and keep your eyes peeled for further tour updates or announcements on our
Facebook Page or Website www.bluehillhistory.org
July 10th - 9:30 - 11:00: The Old Cemetery Tour
July 13th - 9:30 - 11:00: Seaside Cemetery Tour
July 17th - 9:30 - 11:00: The Old Cemetery Tour
July 24th - 9:30 - 11:00: Union Street Tour
July 31st - 9:30 - 11:00: Seaside Cemetery Tour
August 7th - 9:30 - 11:00: Union Street Tour
August 14th - 9:30 - 11:00: Seaside Cemetery Tour

Blue Hill History Bits
!

"Blue Hill seems to be peculiarly rich in minerals. At Norse Point, about two miles from the village a large
deposit of chalk has been found. At the Mineral Springs, a paint mine has been found. Five colors have
been obtained from it. Good marble is also found there. Nov 24th, 1888 edition of the Engineering and Mining
Journal p. 442

!

In 1882 there were 23 mining companies with mines in Blue Hill--Maine State Yearbook and legislative manual
for the year 1881 -82

!

East River Bridge, at New York, was constructed of Blue Hill granite.—Gazetteer State of Maine by G. Varney,
1886

!

"The St. Sauveur hotel is being painted inside and out and put in thorough condition for summer business.
The celebrated Bluehill mineral paint is being used on the houses"--Bar Harbor Times, April 27, 1893

! "The home--the first real home, for all other buildings occupied by it have been but rented quarters--of the
Government of the District of Columbia is nearing completion. It is known in Washington as the Municipal
Building and is a beautiful monumental structure of specially selected creamy white South Dover marble
above the base, the base being a warm gray granite from Blue Hill, Maine. –The AMERICAN ARCHITECT
AND BUILDING NEWS March 25, 1908 in an article entitled The Municipal Building, Washington D.C.
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In need of some Summer reads?

You can purchase Historical Society Publications at Blue Hill
Books or on our website.

“At Home
Around the
World” by R.G.F.
Candage - For the
arm-chair sailor $25.00

“Historical Sketches
of Bluehill, Maine” by
R.G.G. Candage families before 1900 –
Vol I or 2 - $15.00 ea.

“Bits of Local
History” by William
Hinckley – articles
reprinted from the
Weekly Packet
$15.00

“Hannah Wood of
Blue Hill, Maine“
by Esther Wood For the child in all
of us –
$17.00

“Seaside Cemetery,
Blue Hill, Maine”, by
the Blue Hill Historical
Society – has fold-out
map$5.00

“In Guardian’s
Footsteps”, by Dennis
Robertson – for the first
responder on your list$15.00

“Early American
Wall Stencils”, by
Dorothy Candage –
A must-have if your
home has stencils –
$15.00

“The Old Cemetery”, by
the Blue Hill Historical
Society – including
inscriptions and epitaphs
$3.00

And our newest
addition…
“Vital Records of Blue Hill,
Maine” revised ed. 2018 by
Richard Sawyer – vital for the
genealogist--$25.00

“Head of the Bay” by Annie L.
Clough – The essential history
of Blue Hill, reprinted -$15.00

“A Century of Shipbuilding in Blue Hill” by Rebecca Wanbaugh
has comprehensive information on ships built in Blue Hill, as well
as on the early shipbuilders, their owners, the captains, and the
locations of the yards and more-$20.00
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Who Knew??? Movies at the Town Hall!!
How many of these
items can you identify?
Onkitchen
the Internet

History Bits
Actually, a lot of people knew.
The signs date from about 1934 and were made to
A fascinating group of movie signs turned
up
–
fit into a frame made by Gus Treworgy and Frank
On the Internet
hidden for
longa time,
but safely
kept.
Thesummer,
signs
Teagle.
Weahave
Facebook
page!
Overnever
the
interns
a lively
presence
To
paraphrase
a popular
TV
show,
“You
know oursteps.
Hiskept
advice
will make
our with
work easier.
advertised
movies
as
well
as
local
businesses.
frequent
posts
about
local
history
and
interesting
items
in
the
collections.
We
are eager to
who’s going to come through that door.”
Many
local
even with
owned stock in the
Wethis
have
a Facebook page! Over the summer, our
interns
keptvisitor
aresidents
livelyhas
presence
resume
activity.
The
second
a connection to an historic
Picture
frequent posts about local history and interesting Blue
items Hill
in theMotion
collections.
We Company!
are eager to
We welcome resume
all of this
ouractivity.
visitors and try to engage
home museum in New York City. She has a great
have a new
e-mail
address:
Since we
have
no
them inWe
conversation.
We learn
a lotbluehillhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
that way
passion for historic textiles
and
clothing
and has
paid
staff
during
the
winter,
there
may
be
a
delay,
but
we
will
respond
to
messages
as
because manyWe
of have
our visitors
are specialists
in their
offered to help us with
ourwecostume
a new e-mail
address: bluehillhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Since
have no collection. She
quickly
as
possible.
own fields.
This
season,
we
connected
with
two
such
will
use
some
of
her
contacts
paid staff during the winter, there may be a delay, but we will respond to messages asto help us evaluate
quickly
as possible.
people who have
offered
their expertise and have
the items we have and determine which should
We have
an updated
website! www.BlueHillHistory.org.
already begun
to help
us.
receive the most attention. She has offered to begin
Through
you website!
can learnwww.BlueHillHistory.org.
about events, sign
up for membership
purchase
We the
havewebsite,
an updated
a fund-raising
effort toonline,
help pay
for the display
Through
the
website,
you
can
learn
about
events,
sign
up
for
membership
online,
purchase
books,
and
view
listings
of
genealogical
resources
we
have
available
at
Holt
House
and
One is an architect who has a great deal of
equipment we will need.
books,
and view
listings of genealogical resources we have available at Holt House and
become
ahistoric
NEW
MEMBER!
experience
with
buildings.
He reviewed our
become a NEW MEMBER! Please be sure to visit us!
assessment reports and examined our buildings
are
Please and
be sure toWe
visit
us!very grateful to both of these new friends
	
  
grounds thoroughly. He gave his support to the work 	
   of the Blue Hill Historical Society!
that had been done and encouraged us to pursue the
_________________________________________
IS
TIME
TO
RENEW
YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
solutions that hadITbeen
recommended.
He
is
a
Watch our
website and Facebook page for
IT IS TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
summer resident
andcan’t
we look
forward
to his visit
return
information
about
Open House and
If you
see clearly
enough,
the Holt
House to see
the our
real Christmas
items.
It’s time
our
annual
membership
drive.
We
depend
on
membership
contributions
for
It’s for
time
forwill
our be
annual
membership
drive.
We
depend
on
membership
contributions
for
in the spring
when
we
considering
our
next
other
holiday
events.
Dates
have
not
yet been set.
(Or see page 6 for the answers)
overthird
one third
of our
annual
income.Inside
Insideyour
yournewsletter
newsletter isisaaremittance
envelope
withwith
over one
of our
annual
income.
remittance
envelope
the
various
levels
of
membership.
We
are
an
all
volunteer
group,
so
all
of
the
funds
will
be be
the various levels of membership. We are an all volunteer group, so all of the funds will
8
8
used
to keep
the Holt
House
going.Please
Pleasegive
givegenerously.
generously. Thank
used to
keep
the Holt
House
going.
Thankyou.
you.
8
8
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